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PREFACE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 


THE  Editor  having  confulted  fome  friends 
whether,  or  in  what  manner ,  Mr . 
Thicknesses  Epiftle Jhould  be  anfwered ; 
all  agreed  that  fome  notice  floould  be  taken  of 
it>  but  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
refpedl  to  the  mode . 

One  inf  fed  thaty  as  the  Editor  s  moral  and 
medical  character  was  ftruck  at ,  the  reply 
Jhould  conffl  jblely  of  a  plain  confutation  of 
the  principal  charge)  totally  difregarding  all 
collateral  matter. 

Another  was  of  opinion  that ,  as  this  man 
had  been  obnoxious  to  every  fociety  he  had  been 
connected  with ,  it  would  be  proper  to  admi- 
nifier  to  him  fome  fmart  ( and p of  ibly  J  falutary 
difcipline  and  correction  •  whiljl  a  third  con¬ 
tended  that  ridicule  was  the  only  weapon  that 
ought  to  be  employed  againf  fo  hardened  a 
finner9  and  propofed  to  republifh  his  own 

epiftle 


epijlle  on  ballad  paper,  and  at  half  price ,  with 
a  burlefque  Preface  and  Dedication  to  the 
Author ,  and  interfperfed  with  ludicrous  an¬ 
notations  and  anecdotes ;  and  he  kindly  offered 
to  undertake  the  tafk .  Phis  lajl  propoftion 
was ,  however,  rejected,  as  it  would  be  deemed 
a  cruel  interception  of  the  poor  man  s  emolu¬ 
ments ,  and  pofibly  deprive  his  family  of  a 
morfel  of  bread. 

To  avoid  giving  offence ,  the  publijher  has , 
in  party  adopted  the  plan  of  each,  and  as  he 
difdains  to  deck  himfelf  with  borrowed  plumes , 
fome  of  them  genuine  Oftrich*  he  wifhes  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  the  Editor  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ferio-comic  medley :  fo  that  Mr .  T. 
may  fafely  read  it,  or  hear  it  read,  without 
breach  of  his  folemn  vow,  and  gain  much  folid 
pudding  (preferable  to  empty  praife )  by  his 
own  replies  and  rejoinders . 
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T  O 

Mr.  PHILIP  THICKNESSE. 

S  I  R, 

I 

AFTER  all  your  threats  of  ven¬ 
geance,  it  mu  ft  now  be  a  bitter 
circumftance  for  you  to  be  reduced  to. 
move  companion, 

A  hoary-headed  author,  fcribbling  from 
a  /ick-bed,  is  a  fcene  for  the  deepeft  tragic 
diftrefs ;  and  to  enhance  his  miferable  fitu- 
ation,  lamenting  the  death  of  his  child 
vilely  murdered  by  the  negative,  if  not 
pofitive,  conduit  of  a  medical  enemy. 

J5  I  well 
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I  well  knew  your  quiver  was  ftored  with 
poifon;  but  could  fcarcely  believe  you 
would  have  affumed  chrijiian  virtues  as  a 
cover  for  the  indulgence  of  your  fpleen  and 
rancour. 

A  dying  man,  difpofed  to  forget  and  for¬ 
give,  muft  furely  befpeak  credit  to  his  aifer- 
tions,  and  favour  to  his  reprefen tations. 

Such,  Sir,  I  may*  without  want  of  that 
charity  which  you  now,  for  the  firfl:  time, 
pretend  to  affume  as  a  part  of  your  cha¬ 
racter,  conjecture  were  your  motives  and 
fentiments. 

But  I  much  wonder,  that  your  intimate 
connexion  with  the  Old-Bailey  and  New¬ 
gate  did  not  fuggeft  to  you,  that  the  laft  dying 
fpeech  and  confejjion  of  perfons  of  a  certain 
defcription  are  not  always  credited. 

You  may  have  read  many  of  thefe,  per¬ 
haps  penned  fome  of  them,  to  fill  up  an 
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empty  hour,  or  an  empty  ftomach  j  but  I 
dare  fay,  however,  that  you  never  believed 
a dingle  word  of  any  of  them. 

Perhaps  this  may  be  your  cafe  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  compofition  now  under  con- 
lideration.  You  think  that  when  your 
threats  of  every  kind  move  no  other  paf- 
lions  than  laughter  and  contempt,  and  your 
mifreprefentations  are  no  longer  regarded, 
you  may  ftill  gain  your  point  by  exciting 
pity.  “  The  bully  (fays  Dr.  Johnson) 
“  who  had  long  menaced  others  in  vain, 
“  has  fometimes  attained  his  ends  by 
“  threatening  to  hang  himfelf.” 

But  it  is  time  to  come  to  your  ferious 
accufation ;  and  mark,  I  pray  you,  how  a 
a  plain  unvarnifhed  tale  ihall  put  you 
down. 

Our  acquaintance  was  merely  acci¬ 
dental,  and  no  degree  of  intimacy  (much 
lefs  of  friendfhip,  as  you  infinuate)  ever 

B  2  fubfifted 
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fubfifted  between  us.  You  once  or  twice 
confulted,  and  even  J poke  well  of  me>  as  a 
profeffional  man. 

Having  been  out  of  the  kingdom  for 
feveral  years,  I  was  totally  a  ftranger  to 
your  character ;  but  was  foon  informed 
that  your  acquaintance  was  neither  very 
creditable  nor  fafe  :  I  neverthelefs  thought 
that  I  could  not,  either  in  juftice  or  good* 
manners,  abruptly  break  off  all  corref- 
pondence  with  a  man  who  had  never 
offended  me. 

Having  informed  me  that  you  intended 
to  vend  a  noftrum,  and  hinted  a  wifh  that 
I  would  permit  you  to  make  ufe  of  my 
name  as  a  voucher  for  the  fafety  of  hem¬ 
lock,  as  a  medicine ;  I  replied  that  this 
would  be  totally  inconliftent  with  my 
character  as  a  phyfician,  efpecially  as  I  was 
then  writing  a  bitter  phillippic  againft 
quackery  and  quacks :  I,  moreover,  re¬ 
marked,  that  if  you  intended  to  vend  the 

Abbe 
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Abbe  Mann’s  remedy  as  a  noftrum,  you 
had  defeated  your  own  purpofe,  by  pub¬ 
lishing  the  ingredients  of  your  compo¬ 
sition. 

Implacable,  yet  artful,  you  itored  up 
this  and  another  circumftance,  which  I 
fhal!  hereafter  take  notice  of,  as  motives 
to  future  vengeance. 

On  Sunday  evening  (not  morning  as 
you  atfert)  the  23d  of  May  1785,  my  fa¬ 
mily  vifited  you  at  the  hermitage,  with 
other  company.  You  then  told  me,  in 
your  daughter  s  prefence ,  that  She  was  in  a 
confumption,  and  would  deftroy  herfelf, 
as  fhe  refuted  to  take  any  of  Dr.  Mill- 
man’s  prefeription. 

So  far  as  I  recoiled:,  I  did  not,  whilft 
in  your  houfe,  throw  out  the  leaft  hint  of 
my  inclination  to  render  any  medical  Ser¬ 
vice  to  your  daughter,  (and  therefore  verily 
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believe  the  conference  you  fo  amply  detail 
to  be  mere  fidtion)  but  in  walking  from 
your  houfe  with  your  fon,  I  certainly  told 
him  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  of  any  fer- 
fervice  to  his  filter,  and  would  vifit  her 
next  morning ;  and,  it  is  probable,  that 
thefirft  intimation  you  had  of  my  inten^ 
tion  was  from  your  fom 

On  my  return  from  your  houfe,  I  men¬ 
tioned  the  circumftance  to  a  confidential 
friend,  who  ftrongly  difluaded  me  from 
having  any  concern  in  your  daughter's  cafe; 
for,  independent  of  my  being  to  leave 
Bath  in  a  few  days,  if  the  cafe  ended  fa¬ 
tally,  which  was  very  probable,  your  majked 
animofity  againft  me,  for  the  offences  above 
alluded  to,  might  induce  you  to  throw  out 
fome  harfh  refledtions  againft  me. 

Something  intervened  to  prevent  my 
going  to  your  houfe  on  Monday  the  24th, 
but  on  Tuefday  morning  the  25th,  I  met 

you 
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you  in  the  Circus,  and  made  my  apology, 
and  on  the  31ft,  being  five  days  after,  I 
quitted  Bath. 

A  conftitutional  franknefs  of  temper, 
which  has  fometimes  fubjedted  me  to  in¬ 
convenience,  prompted  me,  in  the  inftant, 
to  mention  my  intention  to  your  fon,  with¬ 
out  reflecting  on  the  impropriety  of  it. 

This  impropriety,  however,  foon  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  when  I  reflected  that  I 
fhould  officioufly  interfere  with  another 
phyfician,  in  whom,  and  very  juftly,  your 
family  placed  an  implicit  confidence,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  confideration  that  my 
hidden  departure  from  Bath  would  totally 
difqualify  me  for  doing  your  daughter 
juftice,  were  fhe  even  difpofed  to  follow 
my  advice. 

Will  any  medical  man  of  character,  after 
perufing  this  plain  and  candid  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  confider  me  as  having  been  in  any 

B  4  refpedt 
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refped:  or  degree,  acceffary  to  the  death  of 
your  daughter  ? 

It  appears  from  this  ftatement,  that  in^ 
Head  of  ten  days  elapfing,  as  you  aflert,  I 
did  not  remain  fo  long  in  Bath,  as  I  can 
prove,  but  will  7iot  fwear ,  and  that  not 
much  more  than  thirty  hours  had  palled 
between  the  time  I  faw  her  and  that  in 
which  I  met  you.* 

But  I  believe,  after  all,  that  this  charge 
again!!  me  is  only  a  cover  for  your  malice 

*  Mr.  T.  has,  with  much  ingenuity,  invented  for  me  moi 
tives  for  declining  to  attend  his  daughter,  which  certainly 
never  occurred  to  me ;  but  fo  far  from  her  being  my  fird  pa¬ 
tient  (after  two  years  refidence  in  Bath)  I  even  vifited  a  rela¬ 
tion  of  his  at  his  houfe  in  London,  and  offered  my  bed 
(gratuitous)  fervices  if  fhe  would  come  to  Bath. 

That  I  deemed  his  daughter  to  be  in  a  date  nearly  defpe- 
rate,  is  certainly  true,  and  mod  fincerely  deplored  the  fpeedy 
lofs  her  parents  mud  foon  fudain  by  the  death  of  fo  accom¬ 
plished  a  young  lady  ;  but  I  did  not  decline  the  care  of  her, 
led  my  reputation  might  fuffer  by  the  event. 

Thofe  who  have  long  and  intimately  known  me,  will  rea¬ 
dily  believe  that  I  could  not  be  actuated  by  fo  felfifh  and 
fordid  a  confideratiom 
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on  the  account  already  mentioned,  and 
alfo  for  my  refufal  to  let  you  tack  to  your 
extravagant  publication,  fome  remarks  I 
had  made  during  my  travels  through  the 
fame  country  that  you  have  defcribed  as  the 
fceneoffomeof  yourQuixotical  adventures. 

Whatever  contempt  for  my  writings  you 
now  affedl  to  hold,  your  fentiments  were 
once  different,  otherwifeyou  would  fcarcely 
have  made  the  requefts  above-mentioned  ; 
and  the  reader  will  not  wonder  at  my  de¬ 
clining  to  join  either  my  paternal  or  ma¬ 
ternal  name  to  yours  in  any  addrefs  to  the 
world.  Had  I  done  fo  voluntarily,  there 
would  probably  never  have  appeared  a  fe~ 
cond  edition  of  a  work  which  feems  to 
fting  you  fo  deeply. 

Your  folemn  proteftations  of  forgivenefs 
of  your  enemies,  and  of  me  in  particular, 
and  your  invocation  of  the  facred  name  of 
God  to  witnefs  the  truth  of  your  feelings 
on  the  occafion,  would  have  appeared  with 

more 
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more  grace  In  a  private  communication, 
than  in  a  fcurrilous  pamphlet. 

To  make  fuch  an  affertion  in  public 
would,  I  ftiould  have  thought,  have  ex- 
“  ceeded  all  powers  of face  f  and  were  you 
to  bring  ten  thoufand  compurgators,  the 
mo  ft  credulous  man  could  never  believe 
you  to  be  in  earnefu 

To  evince  your  fincerity,  however,  you, 
in  the  next  paragraph,  attempt  to  depre¬ 
ciate  my  character,  by  alledging  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  my  pretenfions,  lam  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  French  language,  and  fay,  “  I 
“  can  neither  fpeak  it,  read  it,  nor  write 
“  it.”  I  am  fprry  you  did  not  add  that  I 
could  not  fpell  it ;  becaufe,  whatever  may 
be  my  ignorance  of  the  other  neceflary 
points,  I  polfefs  knowledge  enough  to  fee 
that  you  cannot,  literally  fpeaking9  fpell 
two  words  together  of  the  commoneft 
kind. 


Though 
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Though  not  a  medical  caution,  (to  which 
you  feem  to  be  fo  averfe  when  it  comes  from 
me)  it  may  be  an  ufeful  critical  one,*  as  it 
may  prevent  your  being  laughed  at  twice  on 
the  fame  account,  to  remind  you  that  the 
words,  which  in  French  exprefs  “  fo  much 
<(  the  better”  are  fpelt  tant  mieux ,  and  not  as 
you  have  fpelt  them  tantmeuxy  the  lafi:  being 
a  word  not  to  be  found  even  in  the  Scoun¬ 
drel’s  Dictionary,  unlefs  you  hereafter  in- 
fert  it  as  an  improvement  of  your  own. 

You  come  now  to  the  conclufion ,  but  not 
the  end  of  your  pamphlet ;  and  to  gain  far¬ 
ther  credit  with  the  world  in  behalf  of 
your  humane  difpofition,  you  take  care  to 
tell  us  that  rejentment  has  not  produced 
jhis  letter  of  yours. 

'*  On  this  occafion  I  repay  you  in  kind ,  for  you  and  your 
friend  Tickel  l’s  very  ingenious  critical  remarks  on  my 
ironical  preface  to  the  Philofophical  and  Medical  Sketches* 
which  you  were  fuch  dunces  as  to  interpret  literally ,  and,  on, 
that  ground,  accufed  me  of  vanity  and  arrogance. 


if 
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If  this  be  true,  it  only  confirms  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  that  you  are  capable 
of  publifhing  malicious  fcurrility  in  cool 
blood ;  and  on  the  fame  leaf  on  which  you 
call  God  to  witnefs  your  forgivenefs  of  the 
man  you  continue  to  abufe  and  vilify. 

As  for  your  brethren  in  the  empirical 
line,  as  you  term  them,  I  have  no  prefent 
concern  with  them  :  my  bufiuefs  is  with 
you. 

To  make  amends  for  your  affuming  a 
character  to  which  you  have  no  pretence, 
you  (p.  19)  fhew  yourfelf  in  your  proper 
colours,  for  you  fay  that,  after  my  un¬ 
manly,  ungenerous,  and  illiberal  negled:  of 
your  dear  daughter,  you  had  prepared  a 
comparative  view  of  the  cafes  publifhed 
by  me  and  thofe  publifhed  by  James 
Graham,  M.D.”*  and  farther  refer  us  to 

*  In  his  original  advertifement  he  compares  the  praSiice , 
not  the  cafes ;  he  has  now  fubftituted  the  latter  term,  pro¬ 
bably  becaufe  he  thinks  it  is  lefs  libellous :  But  he  may  find 
a  jury  of  a  different  opinion. 


the 
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the  European  Magazine  of  September  laft, 
wherein  the  fenfible  editor,  as  you  (alone  I 
believe)  term  yourfelf*  has  made  the 
comparifon. 

*  Thicknesse,  to  give  him  his  due,  is  amoftinduf- 
trious  fcribler.  There  are  few  periodical  publications  (the 
Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews  excepted,  which  have  regu¬ 
larly  damned  all  his  writing  s)  in  which  he  is  not  fomehow 
or  other  concerned  ;  and  not  contented  with  the  St.  James’s 
Chronicle,  he  has  commenced  paragraph-monger  to  another 
paper,  in  which  he  lately  drew  an  excellent  parallel  between 
his  hovel  and  the  elegant  villa  of  Bath-eafton,  and  between 
the  refpefiable  proprietor  of  the  latter  and  himfelf — ft  Hype¬ 
rion  to  a  fatyr.” 

It  is  a  diftinguifhing  trait  in  Th’s  chara&er,  that  his  moft 
fcurrilous  attacks  have  been  levelled  againft  thofe  who  have 
occafionally  honoured  him  with  their  countenance. 

In  confirmation  of  this  remark,  I  may  appeal  to  his  attacks 

on  the  D.  of - ,  the  Earls  of  C.  B.  C.  T.  &c.  and  it  is  ref- 

markable  that  in  almoft  every  city  which  he  vifited  on  the 
continent,  he  was  conftantly  embroiled  in  fome  fquabble. 

The  publick  has  been  curious  to  know,  by  what  means, 
and  for  what  purpofes,  T.  derives  a  penfion  from  the  E — 
of  C.  to  which  he  owes  a  chief  part  of  his  fubfiftence  :  This 
he  will  undoubtedly  explain  in  his  onvn  biography. 

It  is  with  fome  difficulty  I  have  been  able  to  refill  the  fo- 
licitations  of  my  waggifh  friend,  by  refufing  to  infert  many 
very  curious,  and  fome  very  laughable  anecdotes,  of  his 
quondam  friend  Phill but  as  he  is  foon  to  publilh  an  ample 
and  impartial  hiilory  of  his  own  life,  I  deemed  it,  indepen- 
dent  of  other  confiderations,  an  a&  of  injuftice  to  interfere 

with 
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Now,  if  my  medical  character  did  nt >t 
deferve  to  be  thus  calumniated,  and  you 
yourfelf  had  a  good  opinion  of  me  in  that 
refpebt ;  no  words  are  too  had  to  exprefs 
your  con du 61  in  knowingly  publifhing  a 
libellous  detra6lion* 

If  I  merited  the  charadter  you  reprefent, 
what  became  of  your  boafted  tendernefs  for 
your  dear  child  ?  Surely,  if  you  are  not  cal¬ 
lous  to  all  feeling,  you  ought  to  rejoice  that 
her  end  was  not  precipitated  by  a  pradliti- 
oner  of  fuch  a  defcription,  rather  than  la¬ 
ment  her  dying  through  his  negle6t  of  at¬ 
tendance.  What  infatuation  could  lead  you 

with  the  emoluments  of  his  family.  My  facetious  friend 
infills,  however,  on  reminding  him  of  his  early  emigration 
from  the  Cooperage  in  Parfonage-lane  to  Georgia,  where, 
as  ecclefiaftical  clerk  to  Whitfield,  he  compofed  hymns 
and  Ipiritual  fongs  for  the  edification  of  the  godly  ;  and  of 

the  fquabble  the  D — s  of - and  he  had  with  the  modern 

Aristophanes,  who,  it  was  believed,  caricatured  them 
under  the  characters  of  Lady  Kitty  Crocodile  and 
Pr.  Viper,  in  his  Trip  to  Calais,  and  his  Capuchin. 

Foote  ufed  to  fay  of  Th< - that  he  had  the  Itupidity 

of  an  owl,  the  vulgarity  of  a  blackguard,  the  — —  of  a  — , 
and  the  — — -  of  an  — — >  * 
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to  accept  of  the  advice  of  a  man  whom  you 
could  fufpedt  of  meriting  fuch  imputation 
of  incapacity  as  you  afcribed  to  him  ?  Your 
lituation  is  critical ;  for  you  mu  ft  either 
acknowledge  that  you  was  deficient  in 
your  duty  to  your  child,  or  that  you  have 
been  guilty  of  injuftice  to  me. 

You  next  renew  your  quibbling  cavil 
upon  my  name.  Neither  your  name,  nor 
mine,  are  worthy  of  the  reader’s  difcuflion. 
The  affumption,  not  change  of  a  name, 
was  not  that  of  a  perfon  to  whom  I  flood 
in  a  more  remote  relation  than  to  him  to 
whofe  name  I  annexed  it.  Nothing  can  be 
more  untrue,  than  that  my  brother  and  I 
had  ever  any  difference  on  the  fubjedt. 
The  falfehood  (for  a  grofs  falfehood  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is)  muft  be  either  your  own  inven¬ 
tion,  or  detailed;  which  of  thofe  is  moft 
likely,  thofe  who  know  your  character  will 
decide :  When  you  afcribe  finifter  motives 
to  an  indifferent  adtion,  you  fpeak  from 
your  own  feelings* 


Your 
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Your  next  paragraph  is  equally  foolifh 
and  impotent.  You  complain  of  my  fending 
you  an  inflammable  libel,  that  contains  mat¬ 
ter  enough  to  fend  me  to  a  certain  college  in 
St.  George’s  Fields;*  butyou,  in  the  tender 
fpirit  of  charity,  knew  how  to  make  allow¬ 
ances 

•  Though  I  fat  fome  years  on  the  bench  as  a  colonial 
judge,  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  equal  knowledge  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  libels  with  you  and  your  very  learned  friend.  But 
if  he  deemed  my  impromptu  a  libel,  what  mull  he  have 
thought  of  your  deliberate  attack  on  my  medical  character. 
I  have  reafon  however  to  believe  that  he  gave  no  fuch  opi¬ 
nion,  otherwife  your  indigence  and  your  avarice  would  have 
induced  you  to  draw  a  lucrative  advantage  from  it ;  or  were 
you  confcious,  that  a  court  of  juftice  would  hardly  deem  a 
libel  any  thing  that  could  be  faid  or  written  againfl:  you  ? 

It  may  be  proper  to  explain  to  the  reader  the  circumftance 
by  which  Mr.  T.  became  poffelfed  of  the  paper  which  he  has 
fo  abruptly  quoted  at  the  end  of  his  pamphlet. 

My  printer  produced,  in  Mr.  T’s  hand-writing,  an  ad- 
vertifement,  which  he  had  peremptory  orders  to  publifh,  if  I 
did  not  promife  to  cancel  fome  notes  in  my  Medical  Cautions, 
which,  he  fufpe&ed  alluded  to  him. 

This  advertifement  announced  the  fpeedy  publication  of 
his  Comparative  View,  &c.  I  reje&ed  the  proportion  with 
difdain  ;  but  as  I  would  not  be  outdone  in  courtefy,  even  by 
an  adverfary,  I  fent  him  a  copy  of  mine ;  but  for  very  obvious 
reafons,  neither  of  them  were  publilhed. 

How 
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ances  for  a  man  ‘c  who  was  whimfy ~ headed^ 
long  before  he  put  it  [q.uere  what?]  under 

the  fcorching  heat  of  the  torrid  zone/5 

«  ^ 

If  your  narrative  be  true,  your  learned 
friend,  the firfi  lawyer  in  the  kingdom ,feems  i  1  ill 

c 

to  want  inftrudtions  how,  as  Shakespeare 
fays,  to  tranflate  honefty  into  EnglifhA 

'  _  4 

A  lawyer  pronounces  a  libel  to  be  infant- 
mable  :  a  curious  decifion  ! 

How  he  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  publifh  my  ludicrous  pa¬ 
per  at  this  time  (which  by  the  bye  he  has  mutilated  and'  tran> 
ilated  into  his  own  Englifh)  with  any  other  purpofe  than  to 
refute  the  charges  it  contains,  he  alone  can  determine,  as  the 
public  will  juftly  impute  his  iilence  to  a  confcious  acquies¬ 
cence  under  thoie  charges;  all  of  which  are,  indeed,  founded 
on  fads.  ’ .  1 

His  friend  the  tranflator  of  the  motto,  fuch  as  he  is,  omit-* 
ted  the  fuccus  jiigrcs  loliginis  found  in  Th — — ~s’s Pericardium  ; 
becaufe,  it  is  probable,  he  could  not  tranflate  it. 

f  This  gentle  infmuation  of  my  infanity,  is  only  a  faint 

echo  of  a  more  peremptory  aftertion  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which 

\ 

he  circulated  fome  months  ago  with  great  affiduity  ;  at  that 
time,  however,  he  had  not  forgiven  me.  How  far  Mr.  T. 
may  be  amenable  to  a  court  of  jultice  for  this  and  other  ads 
of  liberality  toward  me,  is  a  matter  to  be  referved  for  future 
difcuffion. 

D  Your 


i 


/ 


[  22  ] 

Your  letter  and  my  anfwer  are  both  in¬ 
flammable  ;  and,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
may  both  ferve  to  kindle  fires  in  the  enfuing 
winter* 

\  »  '  i 

As  to  the  college  in  St,  George's  ^Fields,  I 
£hall  not  difpute  your  acquaintance  with  it : 
you  fludied  there,  I  know,  (and  perhaps  it 
was  your  only  feminary)  but  I  fear  that  even 
there,  you  did  not  receive  all  the  benefit  you 
ought,  as  you  feem  to  have  an  inclination 
to  revifit  that  univerfity,  probably  with  a 
view  to  compleating  your  education. 

With  refpedt  to  your  own  narrative  of 
the  flight  of  you  and  your  friends  from  the 
runaway  negroes,  I  have  better  authority 
than  yours.* 

#  A  gentleman  of  very  refpeftable  chara&er,  who  had  long 
reiided  in  Jamaica,  related  the  ilory  very  circumftantially  to 

fevera!  perfons  in  Bath.  Th - had  the  foie  command  of 

the  party ;  and  having  confulted  his  perfonal  fafety  by  an  ear¬ 
ly  retreat,  the  Serjeant  defeated  the  negroes,  and  carried  fe¬ 
vers!  of  them  prifoners  to  the  guard-houfe,  almoft  as  foon  as 
his  Officer  had  told  his  dreadful  tale  of  blood,  llaughter,  and 
defeat* 

Your 


i 


i 


[  23  ] 

‘  &;('  *  '  v''  .»  *:?  •  .  '  »  v  ■  -  '  .  •  y  ,  >  )  .  \  ■  ' 

Your  kindnefs  in  advifing  me  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Vienna  medicine,  or  a  trip  to  Anticyra, 
deferves  acknowledgment. 

Upon  hemlock  you  have,  yourfelf,  written 
a  pamphlet,  with  a  view  to  recommend  it; 
but  your  arguments,  like  moll  others  you 
have  occafionally  advanced,  operate  the  con¬ 
trary  way,  notwithflanding  your  idle  boall 
of  having  had  many  patients  ;  and  as  to  An- 
ticyra,  it  was  not  hemlock,  but  hellebore ,  that 
grew  there. 

I  might  here  remind  you  of  your  ignorance 
of  Latin,  in  which  you  are  more  deficient 
than  you  reprefent  me  to  be  with  relped:  to 

French;  for  you  cannot  even  fpell  it. _ 

When  in  a  future  edition  of  your  excellent 
letter,  you  repeat  your  directions.  Jet  it 
be  “  naviget  Ant  icy  ram,”  as  Horace  wrote 
it,  not  navigat  Anticyra,  which  exprefles 
a  departure  from,  not  an  approach  to 
place. 


a 
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Should  you  vifit  that  falutary  refldence,  let 
me  requeft  you  to  try  a  little,  not  of  the  hem¬ 
lock,  but  of  the  hellebore,  that  grows  there  ; 
as  it  may  ferve  to  carry  off  fome  of  your  gall, 
which  you  pretend  to  have  got  rid  of,  and 
of  which  you  exhibited  pictures  in  a  fix- 
penny  pamphlet,  which  you  modeftly  fold  at 
the  moderate  rate  of  three  and  fix-pence.— 
As  to  the  completion  of  vour  cure  by  the 
remedies  of  which  you  claim  the  invention,* 
I  mu  ft  beg  leave  to  diffent. 

Your  gall  is  ftill  overflowing,  though 
harmlefs  to  every  one  but  yourfelf :  your 
head,  like  that  of  a  toad,  furniihes  an  an¬ 
tidote  to  the  venom  of  its  tongue. 

The  “  puff  diredff  next  makes  its  appear¬ 
ance  5  and  the  readers  of  your  epiftle  are 

*  The  two  remedies  which  he  Teems  chiefly  torecommend^ 
are  opium  which  was  ufed  in  fuch  cafes  long  before  he  exifted  ; 
and  rolling  the  patient  on  a  barrel ,  probably  from  a  predilec¬ 
tion  to  his  early  occupation. 

(( 


ferioufly 
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f 

ferioufly  defired  to  fee  (to  read,  I  fuppofe, 
you  mean)  an  account  of  a  newly  difco- 
vered  chemical  medicine  prepared  by  your 
bofom  friend,  Mr.  Tickell,  of  Queen- 
Square,  Bath.  It  is  an  anodyne  ethereal 
fpirit,  which  has  effected  many  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  cures,  and  confequently  has  raifed 
the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  a  few  dunces. A 
very  extraordinary  remedy  indeed  !  but  it 
would  have  been  more  for  its  credit  to  have 
cured  thofe  dunces  of  their  ftijpidity  and 
folly,  than  to  have  excited  their  envy  and 
jealoufy  by  its  anodyne  qualities. 

But  the  letter  which  you  have  juft  pub¬ 
lished  is  a  notable  inftance  that  even  Tickell* s 
asther  cannot  cure  dunces,  or  enable  them  to 
write  either  French,  Latin,  -or  Englifh.  As 
to  the  power  you  aferibe  to  it,  of  railing  envy 
and  jealoufy  in  dunces,  it  is  plain  that  in 

i  -  _ 

t  Q^e re*  whether  this  puff  may  not  be  intended  as  a  full 
commutation  for  all  the  aethereal  fpirit  he  fwallowed  to  cure 
hi§ palpitations  and  fpitting  of  blood  :  It  mull  certainly  haye 
been  equally  infallible  in  both,  as  it  is  a  panacea. 


your 
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your  cafe  there  was  no  need  of  any  medicine 
of  the  kind* 

,  f  ■  *  .  \  1 

Even  its  great  author,  who  fo  modeftly 
puffs  off  its  efficacy  in  all  diforders  of  the 
ftomach,*  does  not  extend  its  influence  to  all 
diforders  of  the  head  or  heart. 

A  I  I  1  ' 

But  it  feems  this  little  book,  which  has 
m  undoubted  claim  to  the  title  of  anodyne 
(whatever  doubts  there  may  be  concerning 

the  asther)  has  another  merit,  which  is,  that 

$  ■ 

it  contains  a  word  or  two  addreffed  to  Dr. 
James  Makittrick  Adair;  a  circum- 
ftance  that,  in  your  eyes y  immediately  ftamps 
the  feal  of  fenfe,  judgment,  and  integrity,  on 
its  author.  This  however  is  not  the  place 
for  fuch  difcuffions ;  but  fhould  this  little 

*-  Nothing  but  the  moft  confummate  ignorance  or  effronte- 
ry,  could  induce  any  man  to  aver,  that  any  individual  remedy 
could  be  effe&ual,  or  even  fafe,  in  difeafes  fo  oppofite  in  their 
nature  as  many  of  thofe  are  to  which  the  ftomach  is  liable. 

&1T  After  my  book  was  publifhed,  he  omitted  the  term  all 
In  his  quack  advertifements, 

1 

anodyne 
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anodyne  book,  with  two  or  more  foporijic  addi¬ 
tions,  foon  appear,  as  you  threaten ;  it  may 
be  time  enough  to  coniider  it  when  its  poifoit 
may  require  an  antidote,  of  which,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  I  may  then  adminifter  a  very  effec- 
tual  dofe. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  dial!  juft  take  a  cur¬ 
io  ry  notice  of  fome  other  parts  of  your 
pamphlet,  which,  indeed,  fcarcely  merit 
animadverftons. 

You  aver  (p.  6.)  that  you  will  neither 
read,  nor  hear  read,  any  part  of  my  juftift- 
cation/' 

This  refolution  militates  fo  ftrongly  agalnil 
your  natural  temper,  and  your  habits  of  life*, 

that  you  will  quickly  difpenfe  with  it. 

■  •  •-  > 

A  (launch  hackney  fcribbler,  as  you  have 
been  for  near  half  a  century,  is  fo  contancrous 
an  animal,  that  he  will  ever  have  the  laft  word; 
and  rather  than  not  keep  up  the  ball  of  con¬ 
tention,  he  will  take  both  fides  of  the  quef- 

tion 


\ 


tion;  and  what  he  has  advanced  one  day*  he 
will  controvert  the  next. 

You  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  allow  that 
this  hint  may  fuggeft  to  you  an  excellent  ex¬ 
pedient  5  for  as  it  is  not  very  likely  that  I 
fhall  enter  farther  into  the  conteft ;  by  the 
time  you  have  fabricated  half  a  dozen  replies* 
and  as  many  rejoinders*  you  may  be  enabled* 
not  only  to  pay  off  your  old  fcores  with  your 
publiiher*  but  pocket  a  handfome  balance. 

As  the  exhibition  of  St  rue  n  zee's  head 
no  longer  brings  grift  to  your  mill,  and  your 
defcription  of  the  Hermitage  muft  foon  be 
configned  to  the  paftry-cook,  your  letter  to 
me  may  meet  with  a  more  favourable  fale ; 
and  if  you  will  give  me  good  fecurity,  I  will, 
as  a  teftimony  of  reciprocal forgivenefs,  fend 
you  1000  copies  of  my  anfwer,  and  allow 
you  a  bookfeller’s  profit;  by  this  means  fre¬ 
quenters  of  the  Hermitage  may  purchafe 
both,  and  the  benefit  of  your  viva  voce  ani- 

madverfions  upon  mine  into  the  bargain. 

^  ' 

'  '  ■  '  r ;  \  The 


i 
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The  gentleman  who,  you  fay ,  as  a  difiua- 
five  againft  publishing  your  comparative  view, 
told  yon,  I  had  fpoken  well  of  you,  was  mis¬ 
taken.,  though  he  may  have  done  it  with  a 
friendly  purpofe.  Even  whilft  our  acquaint¬ 
ance  fubftfted,  your  character  was  never 
fuch,  in  my  eftimation,  as  to  merit  praifej; 
and  mice  it  ceafed,  I  do  not  recoiled:  that  I 
deigned  to  fpeak  of  you  in  any  terms. 

How  could  you  dare  to  afiert,  on  a fck  bed 
too ,  that  I  was  the  firft  aggreffor  ? 

Your  fpurious  quotation  from  Shakes¬ 
peare  is  mal -apropos,  becaufe  it  is  not  ap¬ 
plicable  •  and  I  am  fure  you  do  not  believe 
that  any  production  of  yours  could  excite  in 
my  mind  ?  any  other  fenfations  than  thofe  of 
fovereign  contempt. 

Whilft  you  lay  on  a  fick-bed,  confefjing , 
repenting,  and  forgiving,  did  no  other  offen¬ 
ces  againft  me  ftare  you  in  the  face,  but  your 
manifold  attacks  in  the  St.  James's  Chronicle  ? 

E 


no 


I 
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~no  incendiary  letters,^  no  libels,]]  &c.  ? 

Ah,  Philll 

In  your  concluding  paragraph,  you  tell 
me  that  "you  are  to  be  feen  every  day,  alone, 
near  Bath,  and  as  other  affaflins  (befides your- 
f*lf,  you  muft  mean,  if  you  mean  any  thing 
intelligible)  may  meet  you,  you  are  always 
prepared  to  defend  yourfelff  ’ 

And  are  you  really  fo  hardy  as  to  expofe 
your  invaluable  life  to  fuch  hazard  ?  Eh  Bien 
Mm/ieur  Thickness e,  Fancien  canonier  de 
Lan guard  fort  mats  pent  etre  c eft  le  pre¬ 
mier  terns  done for  heretofore  the  only  ofFen- 
five  or  defenfive  weapon  you  feemed  inclined 
to  wield,  was  your  grey-goofe  quill,  and 
your  laft  catch  penny  pamphlet  affords  moft 

*  Decency  will  no£  admit  of  a  detail  of  tins  yftfteorewc  and 
fir  did  tranlaSion. 

||  In  a  ttewfpaper  fqoabble,  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
with  hl&Ssn,  hejindiredly,  confefies  his  writing  a  libel  again!! 
me  ;  for  he  reproaches  him  fox  his  threatening  a  difcovery. 

f  Of  the  manner  in  which  he  lc?il  this  fnug  and  fafe  birth, 
die  public  k  mt  ignorant. 
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convincing  proof  that  it  is  now  worn  down 
to  a  flump. 

'  \ 

i  -  .  •  •  • 

I  hope  that,  during  your  folitary  emigra¬ 
tions,  you  flick  into  your  belt  the  identical 
piftols  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough \  (it 
will  be  matter  for  wonder  how  you  came  by 
them)  which  you  formerly  prefented  to  the 

Prince  de  - - ,  but  afterwards  reclaimed. 

Such  an  accompaniment  mull  infallibly  for¬ 
tify  your  martial  fpirit  againfl  the  dread  of  an 

hoft,  even  of  wild  negroes  * 

» 

But  fhould  even  a  juft  confidence  in  thefe 

fafeguards  not  allay  your  perturbed  fpirits3 

* 

[you  muft  remember  the  term,  it  is  your 
own]  the  new  fociety  for  the  detection  of 
fwindlers,  will  infure  your  head  at  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  premium,  and  it  will  be  fome  confb- 
lation  to  you,  that  the  infurers  may  one  day  be 
obliged  to  reimburfe  to  your  family  fully  as 
much  as  it  was  worth. 

Now ;  we  are  on  the  fubjedl  of  affaffins;  is 
it  poffible  that  you,  who  haVe  been  an  humble 

E  2  retainer 
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retainer  to  literature  for  fo  many  years,  do 
not  know  that  many  words  in  every  lan¬ 
guage  have  a  metaphorical,  as  well  as  a  literal 
meaning?— Wonderful !  Sed  indodli fcribimus 
dodlique . — -Your  learned  translator  will  ex¬ 
plain  this.-f* 

f  Mr.  Thicknesse  has  alledged  that  I  have  applied  to  him 
the  term  of  murderer ■ — No  fuch  matter :  for  even  in  his  capa¬ 
city  of  quack,  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  profejjlonal  privilege 
of  being  deemed  only  guilty  of  manjlaughter  ;  and  with  refpedt 
to  any  other  fpecies  of  murder,  his  averfion  to  blood  'will  cer¬ 
tainly  guard  him  againh  the  commiffion  of  it.  But- has  he 
never  read  the  character  of  his  brother  D umps,  in  the  excellent 
Comedy  of  the  Natural  Son  ?  When  he  is  recounting  the  va¬ 
rious  employments  of  life  he  had  been  engaged  in,  (almoh  as 
many  and  as  refpedtable  as  thofe  of  Mr.  T,  himfelf)  he  tells 
Major  O’Flaherty  that  he  was  cafual  compiler  and  rape  and 
murder-monger  (not  murderer)  to  a  newfpaper,  and  that  if  he 
took  a  hep  downwards  it  muh  be  to  the  old  one ,  for  he  could  go 
no  lower  in  this  world.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  Mr. 
Thicknesse  has  for  many  years  laboured  in  the  fame  credita¬ 
ble  vocation,  and,  at  the  rate  of  /x-pence  a  dozen,  has  fup- 
plied  the  St.  James’s  Chronicle  with  paragraphs  concerning 
the  price  of  butter  and  eggs  at  this  market ;  and  occaiionally 
with  dreadful  narratives  of  rapes  and  murders,  (two  of  each 
in  one  week)  but  he  iniiJFs  that  he  has  always  been  paid  at  a 
double  rate  for  his  ingenious  letters  figned  the  Wanderer,  M.  M, 
and  his  letters  to  Sam  Sarcafm • 


To 
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To  conclude,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  im¬ 
partial  reader  will  be  convinced  that  your 
principal  charge  is  groundlefs;  and  acquit  me 
of  the  imputation  of  being  ungenerous ,  illibe¬ 
ral,  or  unjujl . 

•  .  * 

But  though  refuted  in  part,  much  praife 
mull  ftill  remain  your  exclufive  property,  on 
the  fcore  of  claffical  learning,  ancient  and 
modern,  critical  acumen,  and  elegance  of 
flile,  which  muft  irrefragably  evince  to  the 
public  the  fuperiority  of  your  talents  in  eve¬ 
ry  department  of  literature. 

There  are  few  of  thofe  departments  in 
which  you  have  not  moft  ftrenuoufly  labour¬ 
ed  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

t  x 

Your  works  have  been  Ethical/  Theologi¬ 
cal5  Hieroglyphical/  Hiftorical,  Biographi- 

*  The  whole  of  his  laft  pamphlet  is  an  excellent  fvfiem  of 
Chriftian  morality  and  charity. 

b  I  have  already  taken  refpeftful  notice  of  his  fpiritual  fongs, 
of  which  a  ninth  edition  will  foon  appear. 

c  He  offered  himfelf  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Hate  decy- 
pherer,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  qualifications.,  wrote  a  book 
which  the  Devil  himfelf  could  not  decypher. 

cal. 
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cal.  Topographical/  Peripatetical,  Analo- 

\ 

gical/  Critical/  Anecdotical/  and  Farcical/ 
nor  fhould  thofe  be  omitted,  in  which  you 
have  peculiarly  excelled,  as  thofe  which  are 
Medical,1  Gbftetrical/  Empirical/  Alter- 

cative, 

d  Witnefs  his  defcription  of  Monte  Serrata,  which  he  bar - 
towed  from  a  work  of  the  la  ft  century. 

~  Of  this  the  public  may  foon  be  favoured  with  an  excellent 
fpecimen  in  his  comparative  view  of  Dr.  Graham’s  praSiics 
and  mine,  unlefs  the  Court  of  King’s-bench  fhould  enter  an 
injunction. 

f  Of  his  abilities  in  this  line,  I  have  given  fome  famples , 
and  alfo  of  his  claffical  learning. 

s  The  anecdotes  in  his  works  are  peculiarly  well  timed, 
lively  and  humorous. 

h  Some  wags  have  alledged  that  all  his  works  are  farcical 
But  fome  of  his  ftrokes,  even  in  his  laft  pamphlet,  are  fublimely 
pathetic  and  tragical ;  though  the  Bathos  is  his  predominant 
excellency. 

1  Here  he  appears  with  peculiar  advantage  ;  his  Valetudina¬ 
rian’s  Bath  Guide  is  an  unparalelkd  performance. 

k  His  Obftetrical  genius  produced  fo  powerful  a  difluafire 
again  ft  the  employment  of  men-midwives,  that  the  whole 
corps  were,  for  fome  time,  in  imminent  danger  of  ftarvation  ; 
A  new  edition  of  this  excellent  work  is  much  wanted. 

1  His  celebrated  ^^-remedy,  compofed  of  hemlock  and 

wolfs -bane. 


) 


■wolfs-bane,  may  be  had,  dog-cheap ,  as  it  is  neither  licenfed, 
nor  ftamped.  The  cafes  authenticated  bv  genuine  affidavits 
may  befeen  (not  read)  at  the  Hermitage  :  He  makes  a  learned 
botanical  diftindtion  between  Cicuta  and  Hemlock ;  duncicat 
phyhcians  deem  them  to  be  fame. 

m  The  celebrated  Dr.  Arbuthnot  wrote  atreatife  on  the 

•  ■a. 

altercation  or  fcolding  of  the  ancients ;  but  they  muft  now  hide 
their  diminiffied  Heads  when  put  into  competition  with  our 
modern;  for  his  vituperative  rhetoric,  is  incomparable ;  and 
to  him  may  be  applied  the  remark  of  a  celebrated  critic  con¬ 
cerning  Virgil,  that  he  fcatters  his  dung  with  an  alr  of  ma- 
jelly. 

WHAT  CAN  I  SAY  MORE! 
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